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Visit our FaceBook page and there will find information on long-term recovery 
webinars, workshops and much more.  You can find it under the name ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦέ ²Ŝ also have information and resources related our 
disaster assistance programs on our www.CWSERP.org website.  
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Every 2 years Church World Service and denominational partners host a Disaster 
Forum Ministry where we explore topics related to disaster-this years program is 
Sacred Hospitality. Theologians, government representatives, secular agency leaders 
will be participating on panel discussions and as speakers to explore ways to address 
different issues related to disaster.  
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Barry oversees our domestic emergency response program and serves as our 
supervisor.  
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The region of assignments for our Emergency Response Specialists will be changing 
now that we have 4 full time employees as of the beginning of 2012. 
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I ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘκƭŀǘŜ мфулΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
worked closely with the FEMA Voluntary  and at that time the Red Cross VOLAG. We 
would get in a car together and travel throughout the area affected to find different 
agencies including not for profit , governmental, and churches to ask them to come to 
a meeting to help with the development of a long term recovery organization.  The 
FEMA VAL would explain at the meeting what governmental benefits were available 
to the households affected by the disaster, Red Cross would explain at the meeting 
that they would be able to do the case work , and Church World Service would help 
bring the churches and other faith based agencies to help fill the unmet needs of the 
households. 

10 



In the past we have always had contact with the FEMA VAL right after a federally 
declared disaster but now we have contact year round either talking about different 
programs the government now offers to those affected by disaster, talking about new 
response agencies, new departments within the government such as Community and 
Faith Based Partnership Initatives, Functional Needs contacts within FEMA, talk about 
recent changes in Stafford Act, we attend and do joint trainings at the NVOAD 
conference, the Church World Service Disaster Forum Ministry, and many other 
venues.  
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Let me introduce you to our guest presenter- 
Ken Curtin and I have worked together for a good number of years and he has 
become a household name for the many of us that do disaster work-He has worked in 
the not for profit world prior to becoming a FEMA VAL,  married, has 3 grown 
children, lives in Brooklyn and is always ready to take your call when it comes to 
planning,  preparedness, response, and recovery.  
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